
 

 

North East Coastal Group Annual General Meeting 
Record of meeting 12.10.17 

Port Training Services, Port of Blyth 
 
 
Prepared by: David Robinson  
Copy to: Attendees and absentees 
Enclosures: Anglian Northern RFCC paper on the Shoreline Management Plan update and 
review  
 

 
 
 

Minutes 
 

Item Details 
 
Action 

1.  Introductions and apologies 
 
Round table introductions were given and apologies noted. 

Apology noted from John Riby, who has provided a written briefing note as 
Coastal Independent Member on the Yorkshire Regional Flood and Coastal 
Committee and Northumbria Regional Flood and Coastal Committee. The 
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Stewart Rowe 
Chair 
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Northumberland CC 

David Robinson  
Scarborough BC 

Robin Siddle 
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Simon Wilson 
Environment Agency 

Duncan Harrison 
Environment Agency 

Jeremy Pickles 
East Riding Yorkshire C 

David Jeffels  
North Yorkshire CC 

Michelle Hogg 
South Tyneside C 

David Charlton 
Northumbrian Water 

Hannah Williamson 
EA National 

Dick Thomas 
ANRFCC 

Beth Robertson 
Capita/ N Tyneside C 

Leila Huntington 
Environment Agency 

Thomas Dhoop 
Channel Coastal Observatory 

Teresa James (Vice Chair 
South) 
East Riding Yorkshire C 

Martin Aston 
Scarborough BC 

Chris Graham 
Sunderland CC 

Mark Adams 
EA (Anglian, Northern Area) 

Ed Hinton 
Environment Agency 

 

   

   
Apologies:   
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Environment Agency 

Nick Hardiman 
Environment Agency 

Paul Armin 
Sunderland CC 
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Environment Agency 
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Berwickshire & Northumberland 
Marine Nature Partnership 
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Environment Agency 

Susan Wilson 
Natural England 

Martin Willis 
Port of Blyth 

Michael Kay 
Redcar & Cleveland BC 

Phil Rothwell 
NRFCC Chair 

John Riby 
N&YRFCCs 

Kieran Bostock 
Hartlepool C 

David Hickman 
Lincolnshire C 

Simon Longstaff 
Durham CC 

Ellen Bekker 
Natural England 

Jennifer Penn 
East Riding Yorkshire C 

Steena Nasapen-Watson 
Northumbrian Water 

Peter Routledge  
Sunderland CC 

Duncan Fyfe 
Environment Agency 

  



 

note is included within the meeting papers. 

2. Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising 
 
Minutes approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

 

3. Chairman’s Report 
 
Since the July meeting the Chair attended a meeting at Noble House to 
discuss the Defra 25 year Environment Plan and a meeting of the Committee 
on Climate Change to discuss adaptation approaches.  
 
Post Meeting Note: The Government’s 25 year Environment Plan was 
published 11th January 2018. A link to the documents was circulated to North 
East Coastal Group members. 
 
The Chair is working with John Cocker, Chair of the South West Coastal 
Group, on rolling out a system of Asset condition recording similar to Cell 1 
amongst the Coastal Groups. 
 

 

 Coastal Updates  

4. National Coastal Update / SMP Futures 
 
SMP Futures 
 
The outputs from the SMP Futures workshop in July were previously 
circulated to North East Coastal Group members for comment and are 
included in the meeting papers. Hannah Williamson summarised the outputs 
of the workshop, where attendees, including Local Authority, Environment 
Agency, RFCC and Coastal Group Chairs unanimously agreed that a ‘light 
touch review’ of the existing Shoreline Management Plans was the preferred 
step forward over a wholesale review of the documents. 
 
The light touch review will aim to address a number of limitations to the 
effectiveness of the SMPs identified during the SMP Futures workshop and 
are listed in the output report. As part of the process resource implications on 
Local Authorities will be explored and consultation will be through the Coastal 
Groups. 
 
An approach is to be taken when setting the scope to ensure consistency 
around the country. A six month role (September 2017- March 2018) has 
been created in the EA National office to assist Nick Hardiman in the 
approach to setting the scope. Following comments at the previous meeting 
from Jeremy Pickles, SMP short summaries, to improve the accessibility of 
the documents, will be an output of the review and will not be produced 
before. Hannah Williamson to share information in the next couple of weeks. 
 
A £1m bid is to be put in nationally that is based on a review of the Isle of 
Scilly SMP costing £50k. Robin Siddle expressed concern on the funding 
calculation which has been made without an agreed scope and warned that 
costs may differ substantially around the country. Jeremy Pickles added that 
there are a number of factors, including change in environmental legislation 
following the SMPs and new climate change data, meaning £50k may not be 
sufficient if they are to be addressed. 
 
It was felt by members that there is a risk in the light touch review becoming 
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full scale. The Chair gave the example of erosion lines changing using more 
up to date erosion data. This would involve community engagement on the 
scale of the existing SMPs as lives would be affected. The Chair added that 
the previous Actions were based on 100% grant and perhaps the review 
would need to look at deliverability of the Actions under partnership funding. 
 
Mark Adams advised on preparedness for the review, commenting that there 
will be delays if work is started on getting the money. Thought should be 
given up front on ensuring buy in and commitment from each Authority and 
there should be the right people available for when it happens. Mark will be 
preparing a paper to present to the October meeting of the Anglian Northern 
Regional Flood and Coastal Committee and will share this with the group. 
 
Post Meeting Note: Mark Adams has provided a paper to Anglian ( Northern) 
RFCC that, in addition to providing commentary on the policies relating to the 
Anglian Northern RFCC coastline, provides generic background and outlines 
the monitoring and change process and summarises the issues raised at the 
SMP Futures workshop and the need to prepare for the forthcoming review. 
The paper is enclosed with the minutes. 
 
Any further comments are to be made to David Robinson or Hannah 
Williamson prior to the next meeting. 
 
National Coastal Update 
 
As mentioned in the Chairman’s update, the Chair and John Cocker are 
working on a business case to replicate the North East and North West 
system of asset inspections and reporting using money from the National 
Coastal Monitoring Programme. The work will look to gain a national picture 
on asset condition and was brought about from lack of information and 
disparity between spending on maintenance following a survey amongst Risk 
Management Authorities. Hannah Williamson thanked the Chair for his work 
to date. 
 
NCERM is now winding down and information can now be found online in 
‘What’s in My Backyard?’ Jeremy Pickles asked if it is now defunct under the 
form it is now. Hannah Williamson is to clarify and update. 
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5. EA/LA Combined Programme 
 
A coastal projects update paper is included within the meeting papers and 
paper copies were circulated around the room. 
 
Anglian Northern RFCC 
 
Mark Adams provided a coastal update for Lincolnshire and the Humber. The 
presentation can be viewed here 
https://northeastcoastalgroup.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/necg-agm-
presentations-2017.pdf  
 
Yorkshire 
 
Ed Hinton provided a coastal update for the Yorkshire Area. The presentation 
can be viewed here 
https://northeastcoastalgroup.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/necg-agm-
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presentations-2017.pdf 
 
There are a number of schemes with funding shortfalls where funding bids 
have been made to other sources. This has proved problematic as there are 
different business cases for each grant sources, each with different priorities 
and all dependant on each other and requiring timings to align.  
 
Northumbria 
 
Simon Wilson provided a coastal update for the North East Area. The 
presentation can be viewed here 
https://northeastcoastalgroup.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/necg-agm-
presentations-2017.pdf  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Presentations  
6. The nearshore wave climate of England during extreme events- Dr. 

Thomas Dhoop, Channel Coastal Observatory 
 
Thomas Dhoop provided a presentation on the analysis of storm waves using 
data from wave buoys deployed under the National Coastal Monitoring 
Programme, of which there are 37 in operation around the country in the 
nearshore. In addition, data from 3 non National Coastal Monitoring 
Programme was utilised. 
 
Discussion ensued about the uses of the data for Risk Management 
Authorities. Robin Siddle commented that data is used in modelling during 
scheme design. The Cell 1 Regional Coastal Monitoring Programme holds a 
spare Waverider buoy that could be used where a scheme is planned in 
futures years. If there are requirements requests can be made to Robin. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Presentation- Port of Blyth flood defences – Alan Todd, Port of Blyth & 
Duncan Harrison, Environment Agency  
 
Alan Todd, Port Director provided a history of the port and an overview of the 
port and facilities including developments over the next 3 to 5 years. Duncan 
Allison provided detail on proposals for an embankment, wall and gate to 
protect Blyth from flooding at a low point that was inundated during the 
December 2013 tidal surge. The group visited the site on the field trip to 
witness the deployment of temporary barriers that have previously been 
deployed as a temporary solution at the location. 
 
The presentation can be viewed here 
https://northeastcoastalgroup.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/necg-agm-
presentations-2017.pdf  
 
A time lapse video of the temporary barrier deployment at Newcastle 
Quayside can be viewed here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cX-zQULW54w  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 AOB  
8. Any Other Business 

 
David Charlton is to report back to recommend Northumbrian Water formally 
join the group as a paying member as part of Northumbrian Water’s 
commitment towards partnership working. The group welcomed involvement 
from Northumbrian Water and look forward to seeing representatives at future 
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meetings. 
 

9. NECG Election of Officers 
 
No nominations were received for the position of Chair and the group agreed 
for Stewart Rowe to continue as Chair of the North East Coastal Group. 
 
Paul Armin, Sunderland City Council to occupy the position of Vice Chair 
North and Jeremy Pickles to occupy the position of Vice Chair South. 
 
David Robinson to continue as group Secretary and Webmaster and 
Scarborough Borough Council take on the role of Treasurer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting is to be held 16th February 2018 and will be held at 
Principal York, York. 
 

 
 
 
 

11. Chairman’s Close 
 
The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting. 
 

 

 


