
 
 

North East Coastal Group 
Record of meeting 12 October 2016 

Maritime Museum, Hartlepool 
 
 

 

 
Item 

 

 
Action 

1 Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

The Major of Hartlepool welcomed the group to the marina which he 
highlighted had received substantial investment as part of a wider coastal 
regeneration project.  The Major highlighted the importance of forging 
partnerships to successfully deliver schemes which make a real difference to 
peoples’ lives. 

Apologies – John Riby, Neil Longden, Nick Hardiman, Dan Normandale, Dick 
Thomas, Nick Cooper. 

 

2 Minutes of the Meeting 1
st

 July 2016 

Minutes accepted as a true record.  

 
 

Attendees:   

Stewart Rowe 
Chair 

Aaron McNeill 
Northumberland CC 

Phil Marshall 
Environment Agency 

Katie Finkill-Coombes 
Natural England 

Neil McLachan 
ERYC 

Paige Stromberg 
ERYC 

Jeremy Pickles 
East Riding Yorkshire C 

David Jeffels  
North Yorkshire CC 

Mark Young 
North Yorkshire CC 

Tony Hanson 
South Tyneside C 

Bryan Curtis  
National Coastal Group 

Chris Ashcroft 
EA 

Robbin Siddle 
Scarborough BC 

Steve Dunning 
Redcar and Cleveland BC 

Mark Adams 
EA (Anglian, Northern Area) 

David Robinson 
Scarborough BC 

Simon Longstaff 
Durham CC 

Teresa James 
NE Linc Council 

Laura Turvey 
South Tyneside C 

Emma Veryan 
Natural England 

Suzanne Hall 
EA 

Paul Armin 
Sunderland CC 

Chris Graham 
Sunderland CC 

Andrew Burnett 
North Tyneside Council 

Marjorie James 
Hartlepool BC 

Kieran Bostock 
Hartlepool BC 

Steve Taylor 
EA 

Hugh Clear-Hill 
NRFCC 

  



 

3 Chair’s Address 

Led by Stewart Rowe 

Due to Peter Wood’s retirement from North Tyneside Council resulting in him 
stepping down as Chair of the AGM, Stewart explained that he and Teresa 
James, as Vice Chairs, agreed that Stewart would take over the role of Chair 
until the next round of elections in October 2017.  David Robinson would also 
take over the role of secretary.  On behalf of the group, Stewart thanked both 
Peter and Aaron for their roles in the group in recent years. 

In his role as Chair, Stewart hopes to make more content available on the 
group’s website and future meetings will include a series of workshops to look 
at the issues we face. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 National Environment Agency Update 

Coastal Change Adaptation 

Defra, with support from the EA, has provided the LGA Coastal SIG with a 
summary plan of activity regarding improvements to the policy framework 
surrounding coastal change adaptation as a follow up to the Pathfinders of 
2010-11.  The LGA SIG has been asked to identify gaps and more detailed 
analysis will follow. 

Coastal Monitoring 

The latest phase of the project is underway.  It is recognised that we will need 
to better value the data collected going forward.  It has been estimated that the 
freely downloadable data totals £1bn for the last 5 years. 

NCERM 

The first round of updates has been completed.  The EA are looking at options 
to bring the update process in-house.  It was commented that we need to 
understand the intention of the project at a local level.  There are lots of data 
requests but no feedback to help understand if there is any value in providing 
the data. 
 
Coastal Asset Data 
 
It is considered that there is a lack of nationally consistent asset data and EA 
databases are difficult for LAs to use.  The coastal group network intends to 
develop a business case to attract funding for new software.  Following 
flooding in 13/14 and the State of the Nation Report, a quick understanding of 
condition was required given the surge in extra funding made available.  This 
event identified the need to plug the gap between the strategic and detailed 
understanding of condition.  New software is sought which can hold asset data 
in an easily accessible and consistent way.  There are aspirations to bring 
back the National Coastal Survey and it is hoped such information will support 
the case for improved maintenance funding. 
 
NPAS Discussion                             

Phil Marshal led a discussion centred on experiences of the National Project 
Assurance Service. 

A potential problem getting approval was highlighted in part to requests for 
information that is felt to be beyond the remit of NPAS.  It was asked that 
NPAS provide better feedback to help practitioners provide the required 
information upfront.  It was highlighted that local PSO teams are available for 
advice and workshops between LAs for peer review may have value. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
       

5 Coastal Management in Portugal 

Presentation can be downloaded from NECG website.  

 
 

 

6 Modelling and Forecasting of the Coast  

Presentation can be downloaded from NECG website. 
 

 

7 Drone Surveys  

Presentation can be downloaded from NECG website. 

 

 

8 A.O.B                                                                                                                                            

N/A 

 

9 Date of next meeting: 

Date, time and location of the next meeting to be forwarded in due course. 

 

 

Author  Aaron McNeill    Copy  Attendees and absentees 


