
 

 

Hello and welcome to the Spring / Summer 2016 Edition of the LGA Coastal SIG Newsletter, with the 
latest news and information on the progress of the SIG. Please feel free to circulate this newsletter to 
others in your local authority or community who may be interested.  

Andy Smith 
Chairman, LGA Coastal SIG 

 

2016 Knowledge Sharing Event in North Norfolk: 15th – 17th June 
The SIG’s annual three day learning and knowledge sharing event is being hosted by North Norfolk 
District Council. North Norfolk are a leading local authorities in coastal adaptation having led on one 
of the key Coastal Pathfinder schemes. They are also championing National Coastal Erosion Risk 
Mapping for coastal authorities. The programme includes examining examples of both community 
adaptation and innovative management of critical national infrastructure on an eroding coast line. The 
programme is available on the SIG website, click HERE. 
Please see the resume of learning from the 2015 Coastal SIG study tour in Blackpool on the SIG 
website click HERE. 
 

AGM and SIG lead authority election news 
Following the two day study tour the AGM will be held at Mo Museum, Sheringham on Friday 17th 
June. Items on the agenda include innovative funding for local authorities and a follow up on 
partnership working from the 11th March SIG meeting. 
The Chair and Vice Chair positions are scheduled for election in September. Nominations for 
candidates will open at the AGM in June. The elected Members under take the posts for three years 
from the December meeting.  
 

Emma Howard Boyd – Acting Chair of the 
Environment Agency to speak at the September SIG 
meeting 
We are delighted to announce that Emma has kindly agreed to 
speak at the September SIG meeting on 16th September. 
 
 

Partnership Working 
We hope that you found the information about collaborative working shared at the last SIG meeting 
useful. A summary of learning is under development and will be circulated soon. 
Coastal Partnership East – a new partnership of Great Yarmouth Borough Council, North Norfolk, 
Suffolk Coastal and Waveney District Councils has just been formed and all four authorities have 
signed a Section 113 agreements to enable the sharing of resources. In addition Suffolk Coastal and 
Waveney District Councils are the latest local authorities to sign Public Sector Cooperation 
Agreements (PSCAs) with the local Internal Drainage Board and shortly the EA.   

 
£90m Boost for Great British Coast  
DCLG have announced a £90m fund for creative coastal entrepreneurs (renamed Coastal 
Communities Fund) who can bid for a share of £90 million government funding available UK-wide 
over the next 4 years to support their plans to reel in jobs and revitalise our much-loved seaside 
areas. For more information click HERE. 
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https://lgacoastalsig.com/newsposts/coastal-sig-2016-meetings/15-17-june-2016-agm/
https://coastalsig.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/resume-coastal-sig-agm-2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/90-million-boost-for-the-great-british-coast)


 
Licensing discussion with the MMO 
The Chairman and lead officer met with Shaun Nicholson Head of Licencing at MMO’s licensing team 
to raise issues expressed by Coastal SIG members and to highlight some of the barriers that exist in 
the way of efficient working. Your examples have been communicated, and further work will continue 
to push this issue forwards.  
 

Adaptation 
SIG lead officer, Bill Parker, supported by East Riding met with Defra to discuss progress on coastal 
adaptation and scope the guidance needed for communities adapting to climate and sea level 
change. The meeting wasn’t as productive as hoped and requires further work by the SIG to clarify for 
Defra and others where progress needs to be made to help local authorities with adaptation. A further 
update will be given at the AGM on 17th June. 
 

National Trust Shifting Shores ‘The next ten/100 years’ – Belfast, Northern 
Ireland  
Rob Goodliffe, North Norfolk District Council, attended this seminar in January on behalf of the SIG to 
give an overview of the England and Wales approach to Shoreline Management Planning.  
 
This event followed the end of the National Trust’s 50 
years of Neptune Project and the launch of the updated 
National Trust Shifting Shores report.  The aim of this 
seminar was to build upon the growing discussion in 
Northern Ireland (NI) for a strategic approach to Shoreline 
Management. 
 
The governmental structures and legal framework for 
FCERM and terrestrial planning are very different in NI, for 
example land use planning has only recently been 
devolved to a local level and the Coast Protection Act does 
not apply. There are virtually no existing powers to 
manage many aspects of the coast.  Flood management is 
actively managed under the EU floods directive alongside 
the use of the NI 1967 ‘Bateman Formula’ (which does not 
include coastal erosion risk management). Northern 
Ireland are looking to build on learning from other nations 
and develop, from scratch, a world leading approach.  
 
 

Oil Pollution, Contingency Planning and Response 
Officers at Devon County Council attended an oil incident response course by the Marine and 
Coastguard Agency. A brief summary of this four day course has been circulated and is available on 
the SIG website. This summary includes links to online training materials, and is available at the 
bottom of the page by clicking HERE.  
 

Blue New Deal (BND) 
Some of the SIG officers have been involved in understanding the role of this group and what benefits 
it may hold for local authorities. While their action plan is still under development, there is potential for 
this BND to be a beneficial pressure group offering an alternative method of communication from that 
of local authorities.  
  

View from the Titanic Centre, Belfast, 

Northern Ireland 

https://lgacoastalsig.com/resources/cross-channel-declaration-on-shipping-incidents/


 

Maintenance Spending 
Scarborough Borough Council has undertaken research examining the divergence of spending 
between local authorities in their area on maintenance of coastal assets. They found significant 
variation in spend and are keen to see how this compares with the variation nationally. We hope to 
circulate this questionnaire to you soon – watch this space! 
 
The Chancellor announced in March 2016 an extra £700m for Flood funding. This includes £350m 
allocated including £40m /yr for four years to the EA to improve their maintenance and bring assets 
up to standard. Our understanding is the remaining £350m is not yet allocated and there must be 
scope for local authorities to access some of this for repair and maintenance. Please talk to your local 
EA office / RFCC and pass on any experiences positive or otherwise you may have.  
 

Flood Defence Consents 
New provisions for changes to Flood Defence Consents came in to effect on 6th April 2016. Generally 
there are higher fees for activities, and there are exemptions and exceptions. Please take a look at 
the guidance by clicking HERE. 
 
 
 

Consultations 
Recent consultation responses are available on the SIG website. Thank you for contributing 
comments – the wider the response the greater the depth of knowledge and more weight the SIG 
holds! 
To see these responses please click HERE.   
 

 JNCC Consultation on Outer Thames Estuary Harbour Porpoise potential Special Area of 
Conservation (pSAC) (May 2016) 

 
 EA Consultation response to charging for permits for flood risk activities in England from year 

2016 to 2017 (Feb 2016) 
 

Upcoming consultations 
Natural England extended a consultation on the Outer Thames Estuary Special Protection Area 
(pSPA). Now closing 14th July. 
 

 
Updates 

 The annual report to the LGA leadership board has been completed. To see a copy of this 
please click HERE.  
 

 The new Bathing Water season has begun. 2016 is the first year that the new standards are in 
place. Information from the national group has been circulated to SIG members but if you 
would like help or more information, particularly for assistance with the media then please get 
in touch with Adam Ogden, Communications Officer at Blackpool Council on 01253 477273. 

  

 The SIG have welcomed Natural England to a previous meeting to learn about the roll out of 
the national coastal path due for completion in 2020. The Suffolk Coast Forum have written to 
Rory Stewart MP, and contacted Natural England who have responded to queries and 
concerns set out by the forum. If you are interested to see these communications please let 
Lucy know.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/changes-to-your-flood-defence-consent-after-6-april-2016
https://lgacoastalsig.com/resources/consultation-responses/
https://lgacoastalsig.com/about/annual-report-to-the-lga/
http://www.greensuffolk.org/about/suffolkcoastforum/


 
 
And other updates 

 The subscription for authorities to the Coastal SIG will remain fixed again for 2016/17, at £330 
for the year. This is less that £1 a day and we hope that you see this as excellent value for 
money too. Request for payment will be sent to your authority soon.  
 

 Refurbishment of the LGA has been pushed back from August 2016. The new dates for this 
work to take place at the LGA House January 2017 – September 2017. Coastal SIG meetings 
will take place at other venues and these will be communicated to you.  

 
 
 

Future Meeting Dates for your Diary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Coastal SIG Secretary:  Lucy Williams 
(e) Lucy.williams@eastsuffolk.gov.uk (t) 01394 444552  
Suffolk Coastal & Waveney District Councils, Melton Hill, Woodbridge, IP12 1AU 
 
 

 

SIG Meetings  
o AGM 15 – 17 June (North Norfolk) 
o Friday 16 September 
o Friday 2 December 

 
 

SIGSOG (Officer) Meetings  
o Thursday 4 August 
o Thursday 10 November  

 
 

2016/17 SIG meetings: Meetings are held at The LGA House, Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ. 

 

mailto:Lucy.williams@eastsuffolk.gov.uk

