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• Designated sites: Internationally designated sites and nationally 

designated sites 
 

• Protected species: European protected species and nationally protected 
species. 

 
• Coastal landscapes: National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty and Heritage Coasts. 
 

• Access: Coastal path and National Trails 
 

• Biodiversity and Agri-environment schemes. 
 

• Also: 
 

• Letters of comfort. 
 

• Discretionary Advice Service 

Natural England’s remit on the coast 



Natural England’s approach to coastal 
management 

Natural England supports: 
 

• Sustainable management of coastal flood and erosion risk, 
securing the best outcome for the natural environment. 
 

• Working with the physical processes that shape coastal 
environments, wherever possible. 

 
• Strategic management of estuaries and coasts, anticipating 

climate change and sea level rise. 
 
• Supporting innovative approaches to coastal adaptation and 

mitigating any negative impacts on the natural environment. 
 



Natural England will comment on the following: 

• Coastal Strategies: Strategic Appraisal Report and Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
 

• Coastal schemes: Project Appraisal Report and Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA, if required or other Environmental Report) 
 

• Schemes that require planning permission and those that are 
permitted development. 
 

• Compliance with Shoreline Management Plan policy (as this will 
have had a Habitats Regulations Assessment). 



Designated sites 
1. Internationally designated sites 
 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010: 
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC): Habitats and non-bird 
species 
Special Protection Areas (SPA): Birds and the habitats that 
support them (areas outside the designated site boundary 
can be important). 
 
The Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran 1971): 
Ramsar sites: wetlands and the species that live there. 
 
 
 



Designated sites 
1. Internationally designated sites 
 

• Key message: if an internationally designated site is affected by natural coastal 
processes and there is space for habitats and species to adapt to the new conditions 
(not constrained by sea walls etc) then the site is ‘subject to natural change’ and no 
action needs to be taken to protect the site features.  
 

 



Habitats Regulations Assessment:  the process 
 

1. Is it necessary for the management of the site? If so, no further 
assessment required. 
 

2. Is it likely to have a significant effect on the interest features? Use 
a matrix to identify which interest features have the potential to be 
affected by the effects of the proposal (examples of effects; direct 
habitat loss, coastal squeeze, disturbance of species etc). 
 

3. Appropriate Assessment: will there be an adverse effect on the 
interest features? If adverse effects are identified, use the mitigation 
hierarchy: can they be avoided, mitigated or compensated? (Mitigation 
is usually within the designated site). 
 

4. Compensation (outside the designated site): before this is accepted by 
the Secretary of State, need to show that there are ‘no alternatives’ 
and ‘imperative reasons of over-riding public interest’ (IROPI). 



Designated sites 
2. Nationally designated sites: SSSIs 
 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981: 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
Coastal SSSIs will have biological and/ or geological features. 
 
Key messages:  
• The favourable condition of coastal SSSIs is maintained or 

restored by allowing natural coastal processes to continue. 
‘Fixing’ or stabilising these sites may have a damaging effect.  

• Coastal SSSI’s do not require ‘protecting’ from coastal 
processes and this cannot be used as a benefit of building new 
defences in the option appraisal. 

 
  



Designated sites 
2. Nationally designated sites: SSSIs 

• SSSIs can have biological or geological features or both. 



Designated sites:  
2. Nationally designated sites: SSSIs 

1. SSSI interest features affected by natural coastal processes with 
space to adapt to climate change: no mitigation measures needs to 
be taken.  

2. SSSI interest features possibly affected by measures to manage 
coastal erosion or flooding: public bodies have a duty to conserve 
SSSIs, work with Natural England to avoid or reduce damaging 
effects as far as possible. 

3. If damage or disturbance of  an SSSI feature is unavoidable, the 
public body will require consent, assent or advice from Natural 
England. 
 



Designated sites 
2. Nationally designated sites: Marine Conservation Zones 

Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 
Examples of potential impacts to MCZs and recommended MCZs as a 
result of coastal strategies and schemes: 
• Direct loss of inter-tidal habitat 
• Habitat loss from coastal squeeze 
• Changes to sediment movements damaging marine habitats or 

features 
• Marine mammals affected, especially through construction noise (eg 

impact of piling on seals). 
• Sea bird populations may be affected if coastal nesting sites are 

damaged or disturbed (cliffs, shingle beaches etc) 
The process for assessing the impacts on MCZs has not yet been 
finalised. 



Protected species : general advice 
 

 
• Natural England provides Standing Advice to assist planning 

authorities on the impacts on protected species. (Natural England 
website). 

• Where natural coastal processes are affecting protected species, no action 
needs to be taken and presence of the species cannot be used as a benefit 
to building new defences in the option appraisal process. 

• Where species are likely to be affected by coastal management works, use 
advice from Natural England/ consultants to avoid or mitigate for the 
damage (eg timing of works to avoid breeding birds). 

• For certain operations such as those affecting European Protected Species, 
closing badger setts or translocation of water voles a licence will be required 
from Natural England.  

• Key message : Allow time for survey work to be carried out at the right time 
of year and three months for processing of licences. 

 



Protected species: European Protected Species 

• European protected species on the north east coast include: 
• Otter, great crested newt, natterjack toad. 
• Legislation: The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 

2010 as amended. 
 
 
 



Protected species : Nationally protected species 

Nationally protected species include: 
• Water voles, breeding birds and badgers. 
• Legislation:  
• The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended (water voles, breeding 

birds and rare birds, dolphins, adders etc.) 
• The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Important coastal landscapes 

National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and Heritage 
Coasts. 
• Impacts of proposals should be assessed in the ‘Landscape and 

Visual Impact’ chapter of the SEA or EIA. This should refer to the 
relevant management plan and special qualities of the landscape 
and purposes of the designation. 

• A seascape assessment of any proposals may be required be 
including an assessment of impact of views from the sea. 

• If impacts are likely, discuss with the landscape officer at the 
relevant local authority and Natural England to identify avoidance or 
mitigation measures. 

• It may be possible to improve the coastal landscape when 
implementing a scheme or strategy eg by removing damaged or 
derelict structures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Important coastal landscapes continued. 

Key message: where no coastal 
defences currently exist coastal 
landscapes should be allowed to 
develop in response to 
environmental conditions.  
• It is not appropriate to use 

protection of a designated 
natural landscape as a benefit 
to new defences in the option 
appraisal process.  

• However, where defences are 
protecting a village/ town which 
is a feature of a designated 
landscape, maintenance of 
defences can be included as a 
benefit of coastal protection 
measures. 
 
 
 



Coastal Access and National Trails 

Legislation: Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 
• Coastal strategies and schemes should identify any implications (positive or negative) 

for coastal access. 
• Space should be provided for roll back of the coastal path, where access is likely to 

be affected by coastal erosion, flooding or land slip. 
• Consequently, protection of a coastal path cannot be used as a benefit to coastal 

protection in the option appraisal process. 
 
Key messages:  
• Identify opportunities for coastal access to be incorporated in any coastal schemes in 

advance of the coastal access plan being rolled out for your area. 
• The Deputy Prime Minister has recently announced additional funding to enable the 

England Coast Path to be completed by 2020. 

 



Biodiversity 

Legislation:  
• Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 
• Public bodies have a duty to have regard to the conservation of 

biodiversity when carrying out their functions. Any habitats or 
species identified in the Act should be identified in the EIA/ SEA 
and any enhancement/ management opportunities identified. 

• Identify any local BAP actions that can be delivered as part of the 
scheme. 



Biodiversity 

Coastal habitats and species of principle  
importance are listed in the Act including: 
 
saltmarsh   
sand dunes  
vegetated shingle 
mudflats  
saline lagoons     
coastal grazing marsh 
maritime cliff and slope   
coastal reedbeds  
marine habitats such as 
inter-tidal chalk and boulder communities. 

 



Agri-environment schemes 

• Key message : Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) is being replaced 
by New Environmental Land Management Schemes (NELMS) in 
2015. 

• NELMS likely to include options to assist with coastal habitat 
creation (but won’t pay for habitat creation required as 
compensation for habitat loss on a European designated site.) 

• Land currently in HLS may be affected by coastal management 
schemes, in particular managed realignment, contact Natural 
England. 



Letters of Comfort 

• Required for funding of coastal strategies or schemes. 
• Natural England require sufficient information to enable us to 

provide a response to the following questions: 
• Is the project likely to lead to an environmentally acceptable 

solution? Yes/ no. (we will consider impacts on designated sites, 
protected species, landscape etc) 

• Is the project likely to require an Appropriate Assessment under the 
Habitats Regulations? Yes/ no. 

• The comfort letter provides our initial, high level advice and Natural 
England should be formally consulted once more detailed 
information is available. 

 
 



Discretionary Advice Service 

• The Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) aims to help developers and 
consultants take appropriate account of environmental considerations at an 
early stage of proposal development.  This includes EA and local authorities 
where they are the developer of a coastal scheme. 

• The chargeable service allows the customer to seek further advice from 
Natural England on more complex cases. 

• Advice provided to fulfil our statutory duty, such as providing advice on 
planning applications under Section 28i of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 
does not fall within DAS. 

• DAS applies to schemes (in the same way that it applies to planning 
applications). 

• DAS does not usually apply to Natural England’s involvement in coastal 
strategies (in the same way that it does not currently apply to Local Plans). 



Summary of impacts of coastal schemes  
on the natural environment. 

Risks associated with coastal 
management include: 
  

Opportunities associated with coastal 
management include: 
  

• Loss or damage to designated sites. 
  

• Restoration of SSSIs to favourable 
condition by delivery of remedies. 

  

• Damage to protected landscapes. 
  

• Enhancements to protected 
landscapes. 

  

• Loss or damage to BAP habitats or 
those supporting protected species. 

  

• Enhancements for biodiversity, 
geodiversity or green infrastructure. 

• Habitat creation which could support 
BAP species. 

  
• Adverse impacts on coastal access 
  

• Incorporation of coastal access or roll 
back of public rights of way.  

  



Any Questions? 
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